— —— —7 


1 


. 
4 
. 
= 
>. 
- 
£ 
x 
_ 
* 
J 
* 
- 
Fo 
r 
. 
A > 
LW > 
4 
* 
7 
= 
5 . 
— * 
3 
yy 
a 
— 2 
© > 
* 
> 
: 
SY 
*. 
- 
— 


— —— — — F — 
„ . — — 


. 


5 


— — 


&- a 
es 
mM 
* 
4 
— 
4 * 
£ TE. 
. , 9 
S ; * 


* 


CCC ˙¹ . e >  Oae” 71s. IG-  Re Ai. 


* 


its? 
8 $ ; ] 27 5 i 
* 4 T's . 8 
wh 1 8 


. 


7 ob Su ” : & 
a” 5 I 
— 8 1 1 ; 
* net : , 
* | of ES p 183 
E 99 
, ” 
* 


BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF 


4 
o 


WHICH TOOK PLACE 


I 
IN 
OW 
. 
e 


0 OF} 
bg, 


\ 


: 3 
— # 
nj Nee" 


A DEBATE 


* 
= 
- * * 
3% i ; 1 
KW; * ” 
[ WY 
A 7 2 0 a 
, 4 . a ge: 

; SAL 

a N ; > 

- x. 


; IS 3 * 
47 f | | _ 
\ | | 
* * 
FE * 
4 | F 
4 1 f . 
2 ' . 5 


Gaudent ſcribentes, et ſe venerantur. 


3" 
#4 


L d o N: 


5 


* 


, a . 


' | 


PRNTIED FOR T. WHITLDON AND co. FLEET-STREEF- 


— — —— — oo. come 


9 4 oO — 
- 8 * 


2 ** . 
ID — 
= 72 54 F 2 


wn 


3 en i — — DD eats ang 
. Wy rod I 


— — 


2 


1 * 
* * 
. 
Pa) * 
— 9 
5 
= 
* 
„ . 4 
A 
n 
0 
S * 
- I 
0 - 
ws * x 
- 2 * 
1 1 We > oxy * 
* 

2 

oa 5 
* 

* * 
4 « * 
* 
Ws 5 * * 
. 4 P: 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


the debates, of the moſt. virtuous, and 
: reſpectable aſſembly in the univerſe ; and 
15 equally conſcious of the danger to which 
he is expoſed, by thus infringing one of i its 


| moſt notorious rules yet he could not, 


however improper or however dangerous, 


reſiſt the opportunity of geſending en- 


lightened genius, againſt the mean artifices 


of miniſterial venality. 


For ſome time paſt, che public have been 4 
1 to believe by thoſe who endeavor, to 

5 ſupport the preſent able and determined 

wa. that the auhor of 60 Anticipa- | 


tion,” 


| ONSCIOUS, as the editor mult be 
/ of the impropricty of publiſhing 


— 


3) 


tion, " had been received with open arms by 
adminiſtration—that the good Lord North 
had condeſcended to notice him—that the 


pious Earl of Sandwich had thought proper 


to viſit him — - that the penſion liſt had been 
increaſed by the addition of his name—and 
that the boldneſs of oppoſition was checked 
by the keenneſs of his ſatire and the tran- 
ſendency of his abilities To evince that ſuch 
is not by any means, the truth of the caſe, 
and to reſcue the character of ſo ingenious 
a writer, from diſgrace - the editor, of this 
pamphlet, has ventured, at no ſmall riſque, 
to publiſh the debate, which enſued in 
i on a motion to cenſure by Anti- 

5 cipation. his debate, ſtrange as it may 

ſeem, was moved by thoſe who enjoy the 
. 5 frreets of government; was ſtrongly ſup- 
ported by the vociferating eloquence of the 


country gentlemen ; and oppoſed only by 


the few, who have Judgment to diſcern, | 
and 


and candour to acknowledge — who are 
ions to ſupport and ready ade d 
the dawn of genius and the promiſe of n 


ability. 


Pall- Mall, Dec. 24 1778. 
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=r reſpecking the pamphlet, in- 


titled . Anticipation” failed of effect, yet, 
the ſubject was, on a ſubſequent day, reſu- 
med; and that by thoſe, who as the public 


have been led to conceive, had received the 


author; with every mark of attention and bs 


_ 
Die 7 eneris 1 18 Decembrir 


Mr. Sol—r 3—] aol and completed to 


the h—e, That a certain printed pamphlet, | 


chat! is to ſay a certain falſe, ſcandalous and 
B malicious 


＋ HOUGH "I motion of Mr. C——3 


4 


10 "ey CFOs 5 


malicious übel, intitled „ ANTICIPATION? 
had been delivered to the members of . 0 
h—e, at the door thereof; and that great 
PART, to wit, the WHOLE of the matter 
contained in the ſaid printed pamphlet 
had been printed and publiſhed in divers 


rs, that is to 


and very many public pape 
ſay, in a certain paper, commonly called 


the © Morning Poſt' —in a certain other 


paper commonly called the . Public Ad- 
vertiſer and in a certain other ane 
commonly called the * Gazetteer.” . 


V- 
. 


In conſequence of this complaint the 
pamphlet was read ; after which lord G—e 
Ger—eF, with that boldneſs which marks 5 


all 1s actions, ſpoke a as follows: 


=" * 
* . . N * * — 


* By this it ſhould ſeem, that ad———n could not 
diſcover that the author, meant to flatter their abilities, 
and won aha 5 of " — 


2 | Sir, 


2 : 


Mov 
Sir, u crime of publiſhing Peeches 
"which! never have. been made, and which 


by ſuch means, are prevented from being 
TOY a a crime too een. to ed | 


Aion: to 1 for any inc fiows 
candor or from lenity. To read, or to 
hear this pamphlet, is ſufficient for a full 
conviction of its pernicious tendency.— 


Nor, is it written with more confidence 
and inſolence, than it is diſperſed. N ot 


content, Sir, with ſtigmatizing our de- 
bates, the author has induſtriouſſy pub- 
liſhed his calumny at our very door ;—the 
time has been when defamation ſkulked i in 
| ſecret, and calumny was only whiſpered or 
privately communicated; but this writer 
adds inſult to injury, and at once ridi- 


cules and defies us. —I beg leave to move, 


n. that the h—e do cenſure this 


{part 


1) 


pamphlet as a © malicious and ſcanda- 


lous libel, highly th injuriouſly reflecting 
upon the wiſdom of debate, and tending. 0 
to create contempt and diſreſpect in the | 
minds of the people—and—that the author 
may be ordered to attend at the bar of 


this — he. : 


6 


This vil 3 agreed to, the 


door Keeper was called in, and being 
ſhewn the pamphlet, was aſked, if he had 
ſeen, or knew, the diſperſer ? He informed 
the he, that he believed the perſon was 
then detained in one of the committee 
rooms; upon which he was ordered to 
_m_ him to the bar. 


The Hon. ug þ 
| with | great + grey, o « that he ſhould 4 


5 gud” 
4 
8 — 
5 - 
Ws 


— takin & notice, that 


1 


( 13 ) 


glad to know by what authority It had been 
done,—ls it reaſonable to puniſh firſt, and 


1 


judge afterwards ?. Was this the practice of 
dhe areopagites ?” — This called up Mr. 
| Ch—s jen—n, who was free to acknow- 
| ledge that he was the ſole cauſe of the deten -· 
tion — that he had detained the GENT LE» 
MAN, In order to know the pleaſure of the 
5 h—e; thinking it his duty to prevent ſo . = 
enormous an offender from: eps 3 
— Ina lids dime he b produced 
the culprit, who declared that his name 
was R— - T—, and his profeſſion. that 
of a barriſter; owning with great frankneſs, 
that he was the author of the pamphlet in 
queſtion; but by which, through the artifice 
of his bookſeller, hehad not acquired a ſingle 


ſhilling ; though, he was ready to confeſs, 
that he had mortgaged the houſe of lords for 
two hundred pounds. On being aſked, 


Who 


(14 ) 


ho "Ol the publiſher He anſwered, him- 
ſelf; which he afterwards explained, by 
faying, that as HE had conveyed it to the 


acceptation of the term, to bethepubliſher:— 
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whom he hoped the honorable h—e would 


F 
— — — = 8 2 * 


be ſparing in their puniſhment, leaſt ys 
ſhould be afterwards queſtioned for the diſ- 

covery, and a WARRANT be made 8PECIAL 
againſt himſelf. He was then aſked for 


why he had deſtroyed it ? he very candidly 
confeſſed, that he did not think. it n 
of preſervation. "4 1008 ws 


** 
_— at: 
# | qui”? : ' a4 
. i 4 % —- 1 8 
a! of * 
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It having been obſerved by ſome of the 


bookſeller, he might be faid, in the general 


being however much preſſed to diſcover the 
publiſher, he confeſſed that it was one Peter : 
Grievous, of the Strand, | bookſeller ; of 


the original manuſer, ipt, which he declared 
he had deſtroyed. On being-queſtioned | 


members, that the pamphlet had, in a great 
[77 meaſure, 


1 


( 15 ) 


meaſure, CREPT into; the immaculate Morn- 


ing, Poſt, Mr. 'T—1 was, therefore inter- 
rogated by Mr. Sol—r G—e, who carried 


it thither?“ He anſwered himſelf; being 


then demanded, what he paid for the inſer- 


tion ? —he, anſwered, ſomewhat drily— 


that the editor, to his great aſtoniſhment, 


| moſt : readily 1 eceived 5 it, with out a fee, 
What (continued Mr. S- 
indemnify him againſt auctions do you? 


Auctions Sir rejoined the other, what 


auctions 2—do you imagine. Sir, that 1 dif- 
poſed of my bantling through the medium 


of Mr. Smirk, the auctioneer ?. 


This having ſet the Boum in a roar, it 


was ſome time before the members, ſettled 
into order; ; when. that was effected, Mr. 


Dung, condeſcended to inform the houſe, 
that the „ had miſunderſtood Mr. 
80l—r, 3 


r) then you 


( 16 B 
Sol-, who did not mean to impute 15 | 
_ groſs a mode of diſpoſition, to Mr. Tic; 
the miſtake ariſing from a provincial bars. 
- bariſin, under which, to his knowledge and 
Horrow; the Sol-r, had long laboured. —The 
Jearned gentleman (continued Mr. Dan—g) 
meant ACTIONS ;—thoſe legal modes, with 
which he is fo perfectly converſant ; not 
auctions, with which (though, he ſhould . 
ſeem continually to notice them) be ſeldom; 5 
if ever, interferes. For this information £ 
the delinquent, returned his moſt ſincere = 
; thanks, begging at the ſame time, that Mr: 
Sol——r, would not for the future, pre- 
ſame to correct others, till he had thoroughly 
corrected himſelf. Mr. Bur—e, obſerving, 
that that would be an ARDUOUS undertak- 
ing, and in his humble opinion, * Fare 
to be effected ihe Sol—r G1, after 
beſtowing on HIM, one of his moſt ſignifi 


cant ſcowls, thought proper. to ſet down: 
Aer 


6 ö 
After many queſtions equally pertinent 
had been put, Governor Jo as n, deſired 
that Mr. Tic—l, might be aſked “ Whe- 
ther he had not been accuſtomed to intrude 
himſelf into the gallery, for the purpoſe of 
turning that honorable h—e into ridicule 
and contempt ?” At this queſtion, many = 
the mem—s thou ght proper to expres 
their diſapprobation; and the in genious 
author, being ordered to withdraw, the 
following debate enſued upon the pro- 


priety of che queſtion. 


Hon. 7. Ll. Sir, thoſe who are en. 
truſted by their country with the authority 
of legiſlation, ou ght moſt unqueſtionably 
to obſerve it, with the utmoſt cireumſpec- 
tion; 3 leſt they defeat their own en- 
deavours, and invalidate by their own 
examples, their own decrees, | 
op There 


. 


T 
There is no part, Sir, of our civil conſtitu. 
tion more ſacred none that has been more 
revered, and chat by thoſe, who have 
trampled apon every other form of juſtice, 
who have wantoned in oppreſſion without 
fear and without reſtraint — than that pri- 
vilege, by which every one is exempted 
from the neceſſity of ſelfl accuſation; by 
which he may refuſe to anſwer any queſtion, 
if aſked with a view of drawing from him, 
the confeſſion of an offence which cannot 
eaſily be proved. Whether this great pri- 
vilege, Sir, 1s not violated ; whether che 
unalienable right of a free ſubject is not in- 
fringed, by the queſtion put to the bar riſter 
at the bar, this honorable h—e muſt de- 
cide. The puniſhment to which an intru- 
der is ſubject by the orders of this h—e, 
proves that his preſence in the h—e 1 is con- 
ſidered as a crime; of which, as we have 


no 


no proof, a confeſſion * not to be ex- 
torted by an artful and inſidious queſtion, of 


which he may not diſcover the intention, 
or the conſequence. Such treatment, Sir, 
is rather to be expected by ſlaves in the in 
Auiſition of Spain, than by any Engliſhman 
at the bar of this! h—e; an h—e inſtituted = 
to preſerve liberty, and to reſtrain injuſtice 


and oppreſſion. 21 


Mr. Will—s. Sir, I cannot but concur 


with the opinion of the honorable gentle- 


man, that in requiring an anſwer to this 


queſtion we ſhall expoſe a man to puniſh” 


ment, againſt whom. we have no evidence 
but what is extorted from himſelf; and 
conſequently no knowledge of his crime, 
upon which we can proceed to inflict cen- 
Aures- or penalties, without the manifeſt 
intraction of our conſtitution. Think Sir, 
fi but 


— — bo 
CCC po * 


* = - 
— 


(2% 
but for a moment, of Magna Charta, and 
the Bill of Rights— Think, Sir, of but what 
ſignifies thinking It cannot be imagined 
Sir, that he intends to confeſs himſelf guilty 
of a crime of which no proof has been 
brought; or, that he will voluntarily ſub- 
Ject himſelf to puniſhment. It muſt there- 


fore, follow, that he is intrapped in his 
examination by an artifice, which I hope 
will never find any countenance in this 


houſe and in my opinion, Sir, if any one bn” oo 
deſerves puniſhment, It is the officious mem- 
ber on the other ſide of the h—e who ought 


to be committed for his preſumption : and 

were he brought before me as an alderman, 

1 would com mit him, without fear or heſi· 
. tation. 


| M. . | Well—e Els. . Sir 5 it is not im- 
Poſſible that the honorable gentleman having 

not lately looked into the orders of the 
h. —e, 


(21) 
he, may miſtake the tendency of the 


queſtion ; I therefore move that the order 
- may be read. 


* order an read, he n 


It is evident, Sir, that by hi order now 
1 the ſerjeant at arms, attending on 
this h—e, may take into cuſtody all ſtran- 
gers that ſhall be found in the h—e, while 

we are aſſembled ; and that this order is 
not always put in practice, muſt be attri- 
buted to the lenity of the h—e. But that 
this order extends to paſt offences, and 
ſubjects any man to impriſonmem for hav- 
ing been preſent in ſome former day, can- 


not be conceived? For, how far may ſuch 
a a retroſpect be extended ? ? Or, at what time 
after having intruded into che h—e, can 
any man preſume to conſider himſelf as 
exempt from the danger of impriſonment ? 
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6 Our order, Sir, only decrees preſent puniſh- 
ment for preſent offences, and therefore, 
the queſtion aſked by the honorable gentle- 
man may be inſiſted on without ſcruple, 
: aud anſwered without hazard. Let then 
the honorable gentlemen reſerve their 
laudable zeal for our conſtitution, till it 
ſhall be invaded by more important oc- 
caſions. 


Mr. Dun —g. Sir, what victory the honor⸗ 
able gentleman who ſpoke laſt, imagines 
himſelf to have gained, or whence proceeds 
the wantoneſs of his exultation, I confeſs 
myſelf, unable to diſcover. The queſtion, 
in my humble opinion, only relates to the 
Interpretation of one of our own orders ; 
and is not therefore, at leaſt not in my ap- 
Prehenſion, of the higheſt importance; nor 
can his ſucceſs in a n of © Little con- 


N 


ſequence, entitle him to any great ſhare of 


applauſe; or produce in a perſon of his 


notorious abilities, any uncommon degree = 
of ſatisfaction to himſelf.— But whatever 
may be the pleaſure of the victory it muſt 


at leaſt be gained, before it can be cele- 
brated; and it is by no means evident that 
he has yet any reaſon to aſſure himſelf of 


conqueſt. His interpretation, Sir, of the 


order, which he bas ſo confidently laid be- 


fore the he, ſeems to me to have no founda- 


tion in reaſon, or, in juſtice for, if it be 
an offence againſt the h—e to be prefent 


at our debates, and that offence be juſtly 


| puniſhable, Why ſhould | any man be ex- 


nt from a _ cenſure, by an accidental 


tween this N of offence and a 7 
other — that this alone muſt be immediately 
puniſhed, or, immediately obliterated ?— 

ito) | It 
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6240 
It is ſurely, Sir, more rational to believe, 
that this h—e may puniſh any breach of 
its orders, at a diſtant period—that, if our 
cenſure be once eluded, it may aſterwards 
be enforced ; and, therefore, that the 
queſtion put to the! ingenious BARRI STER, 


. ought not to be alked, becauſe it cannot | 
ſafely be anſwered. 


Mr. 1 
ceive that our Ecler may extend its influ- 


x. Sir, * cannot but con- 


ence beyond the preſent moment, and 
that intruſion may be puniſhed by 8 
he on another day, than that on which 
it was committed. I am ſo far, Sir, from 
being of opinion, chat to validate this order, 
the h—e muſt ſit, without interruption, - | 
from the time of the offence, to that of the 

puniſhment ; that if the gentlemen in the 5 


ſhould 


ry were to be taken into cuſtody, I: 


of ſeizing any man in the h- —e is ſuf- 


{33 


| ſhould adviſe the ſerjeant to wait till che 
h. —e ſhould break up, and ſeize them 


as they ſhould come out. 


Mr. Rig 


men in the gallery to retire— but not 


to hide themſelves like felons, © or like men | 


proſeribed by parliament ; for as the power 


ficient to ſecure us from intruſion—is ſuf- 


ficient to ſecure the houſe of THE LORD from 


being turned into a den of * 9 


there is no reaſon to extend it further. 


Lord N. ä 


proper or not, it ſeems very unneceſſary to 


; debate ; | becauſe, however it be anſwered, 
it cannot be of great importance; the man 


bi already confeſſed himſelf to be the au- 


% 


_—_— thor 


IT any puniſhment were 
now intended, ; | ould adviſe the gentle- 


—h. Whether the queſtion be 


(6) 
thor of the libel, and may, therefore, be 
_ puniſhed without farther examination. 


Thar he is the real author, I am not indeed 


convinced by his aſſertion, with whatever 


_ confidence it was made; for ſo far as his 


appearance enables me to judge, it is not 


Political enquiries , or that RE ſhould en- 
gage in an undertaking like the preſent. 


There appears in the pamphlet before us, 
a more extenſive knowledge of racrs, 


more artful reaſoning, and a more elevated 
ſtile, than it is reaſonable to expect from 
this man; whom, without pretending to 
determine the limits of his capacity, or the 


compaſs of his knowledge, I am, for my 


own part, inclined to look upon as an agent 
| to ſome other perſon of higher ſtation, and 
greater accompliſhments. 


Probable that HE ſhould be much verſed in 


It 


4 


6 


It is not uncommon ; Sir, for gentlemen 
to exerciſe their abilities and employ their 
. pens upon political queſtions, and whenthey 
have produced any thing, which their com- 
plaiſance equally hinders them from owning 


and ſuppreſſing, they are known to procure 


ſome perſon, of inferior rank, to take upon 


him in public the character of author and 
ſtand the danger of proſecution ; con- 

tenting themſelves with the applauſe and 
admiration of their choſen friends, whom 

they traſt with the important ſecret, and 
with whom they ſit and laugh at the con- 
jectures of the public and the ignorance of 


adminiſtration. 


This, Sir, is a frequent practice, not only 
with thoſe who have no other employment, ö 
but as I have ſufficient reaſons to believe, F 


among ſome gentlemen, who have ſeats in 


this 


e; gentlemen whoſe abilities and 


this h. 
knowledge qualify them to ſerve the public 
in characters much ſuperior to that of lam- 


pooners. 


Mr. F— | Whether the man who 
confeſſed 3 the author of the pamph- 
let has accuſed himſelf of what he did not 
commit, - or has ingenuouſly and openly 
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diſcovered the truth, is beyond my pene- 
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tration abſolutely to decide; the frankneſs 
and unconcern with which he made the de- 
claration, give it at leaſt the appearance of 
truth; nor do I diſcover any reaſon for 
doubting his lincerity. Is there any im- 
probability in the nature of the fat, that 
ſhould incline us to ſuſpect his veracity ? ? Is 
there any apparent advantage to be gained 
by aſſuming a falſe character ? Neither of 
thoſe circumſtances can be produced ag ainſt 
| him 


6 
him, and an aſſertion is to be admitted for 
its own ſake, when there is nothing to in- 
validate it. 1 


But the noble lord, Sir, appears to have 
a very particular reaſon for his doubts; a 
reaſon, which will, I hope, have no weight 
with any but himſelf. By denying the 
paper to this man, he gives room for con- 

| jecture and ſuſpicion to range far and wide, 

| and wanton with whatever characters he 
ſhall think proper ſubjects for his amuſe- 

4 ment. An author is now to be ſought, 


and many diverting arguments may be 
brought by the dulleſt enquirer, for fixing 


it upon one man, or denying it to another. 


The noble lord, Sir, has given us a bold 
ſpecimen of this kind of wit, by inſinuating 
that it 15 the production of ſome one of the 
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636) 
members of this — a conjecture, of 


which I am not able to find the foundation, 


and therefore i imagine, that raillery, rather 


than argument was intended. But let the 
noble lord recollect, that the chief excel - 


lency of raillery is politeneſs, to which he 


has ſurely paid little regard, in ſuppoſing 


that what has been unanimouſly condemned 
as a libel has one of thoſe who condemned : 


it for its author. 


If I am particularly hinted at in this ſaga- 


cious conjecture, I take this opportunity of 


declaring, that I am equally ignorant of the 
whole affair with any other gentleman of 
this h—e; that I never ſaw the pamphlet 


till it was delivered to me at the door, nor 
the author till he appeared AT THE BAR. 


Havin g thus cleared myſelf from this aſpet- 


ſion, I declare it as my opinion, that every- 


Sen- 


gentleman in the h 


( 


in the ſame manner; for I cannot conceive, 
that any of them can have written a pamph- - 
let of ſuch a complection. There are, in- 
deed, ſome paſſages which would not dif- 
| grace the greateſt abilities, and ſome- things 
true in themſelves, tho' perhaps fallaciouſly 
applied; and at leaſt ſuch an appearance of 
reaſoning and knowledge, as ſets che wrt 
ter far above the level of the contempti- 
ble ſeribblers of miniſterial vindication; a 
herd of wretches whom neither information : 
can enlighten, nor affluence elevate; low 
drudges of ſcurrility, whoſe ſcandal is 
harmleſs for want of wit, and whoſe oppo- 
ſition is only troubleſome from the Pertina- 
city of „„ | 5300 


- Why ſuch immenſs ſums are diſtributed 
amongſt theſe reptiles, it is ſcarce poſſible 
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629 
not to enquire ; for it cannot be imagined ys 
that thoſe who pay them, expect any ſup- | 
Port from their abilities. If their patrons 
would read their writin gs, their ſalaries 
would be quickly withdrawn; for a few ; 
pages would convince them, chat they can 
neither attack nor defend; neither raiſe re- 
55 putation by their panegyric, nor deſtroy it 
by their defamation. e 


Lord N— by: I hope! it is not expected, 
that the heat with which one claſs of our 
political writers have been attacked by the 
honorable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ſhould 
engage me to undertake their defence with 
the ſame earneſtneſs. 1 have neither intereſt | 
enough in the queſtion to awaken my 
paſſions, nor curioſity or leiſure ſufficient 


. * = 


for ſuch an examination. 


27 k 3 7 


— 


It is no part, Sir, of my em ployment, or 
amuſement to compare their arguments, 
or to balance their abilities; nor do I often 
read the papers of either party, except 
when I am informed by ſome who have: 

more inclination to ſuch ſtudies than myſelf, 
ruhat they have riſen 1 ſome aceident above 
by their common: level. EINE een 


* 1 . "a. Fy 
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; Yet that I may not appear intirely to 
deſert the queſtion, I cannot ſorbear to ſay, 


that I have never from theſe: accidental 


inſpections of their performances, diſco- 
vered any reaſon to exalt the authors who! 
vurite againſt adminiſtration, to an higher. 


degree of reputation, than their opponents. 
That any of them deſerve applauſe, I can- 


not aſſert; and am ' afraid that all, which 
: deſerre to be preſerved, of the writines' on 


. either 


7 nl 0 
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either fide, may becontracted within a _ 5 
narrow compass. 4 . 85 "ei $41 72344 if) 
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The writers for the oppoſition appear to 
me to be nothing more than the echoes of 
their predeceſſors; or what is ſtill more 
deſpicable, of themſelves ; and. to. have 
produced nothing i in the coruſe of the laſt. 7 
ſeven years, which had not been ſaid 
ſeven years before. 


I may perhaps, be thought by ſome. 


gentlemen 8 of each claſs, | to ſpeak . . 
temptuouſſy of their advocates, nor ſhall 


T think my own opinion the leſs: juſt for 


ſuch a cenſure; for the reputation of con- 


troverſial writers, ariſes generally from the 
Prepoſition of their readers in favour of the 
opinions which they endeavour to defend. 


Men eaſily admit the force of an argu- 


ments 


r 


ment, which "tends to ſupport notions, 
which it is their intereſt to diffuſe ; and 
readily find wit and ſpirit it in a ſatire, 
when pointed at thoſe character 8 which they . 
deſire to depreſs. But to the oppoſite party, 


and even to themſelves, when their paſſions 


have ſubſided, and their intereſt is diſunited 


from the queſtion, thoſe ar guments appear 
only loud aſſertions, or empty ſophiſtry; 


and that wit which was clamourouſly 


praiſed, diſcovers itſelf to be only impu- 


dence or low conciet, the ſpirit evaporates. 
5 and che malignity only remains. 


If we conſider, Sir, what oppoſition of 


character is neceſſary to conſtitute a politi- 
cal writer, it will not be wondered that 

ſo few excel in that undertaking. He who 
would write well in politics, muſt at the 
ſame time have a compleat knowledge of 
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of writingis not attainable without long br a- 


* 
the queſtion, and time to digeſt his 


thoughts into method, and poliſh his ſtile £ 


into elegance ; . which is little leſs than to 


ſay,—he mutt be at once a man of buſineſs, 


and a man of leiſure : for political tranſac- 


tions are not eaſily underſtood, but by 


thofe who are engaged in them; and the art 


8 
tice and ſedentary application, 25 
Thus it happens that political writings 1 
are generally defective. For they are 
drawn up by men unacquainted with pub- | 
4 


lic buſineſs, and wl.o can therefore only 


amuſe their readers with fallacions recital, 


with f. pectous ſophiſtry, or an agreeable ſtile: 


er they are the haſty pt oductions of- buſy 
Negociators, who, though they cannot but 
excel the other claſs of writers in that which 
is moſt important, the knowledge of their 


FF kubjed, 
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=, 32 


ſubject, « are yer x rarely at leiſure to diſplay 
that knowledge t to advantage, or add grace 


| to ſolidity. 


Writers of the latter ſort appear but 
ſeldom, moſt of our political papers being 


the amuſements of leiſure, or the expe- 
| | 3 . F 


dients of want. 


Whether the phamphlet now before us, 


is the produce of eaſe or of neceſſity, I ſhall 


not determine ; I have already offered my 
opinion, that the man who claims it, is 


not the author, nor do I diſcover any rea- 
| ſon for changing g my ſergiment: the queſtion 
is a queſtion mer ely of conjecture ; ſince 
neither I, nor che honorable gentleman 
artempt to offer any demonſtrative proofs 
of our opinion. If he h has any to produce 


in favour of his own notions, let him lay. 


them 


7 1 
W 


8. Spa OY — 


CW} 
chem velore you; but let him always Gs 


bear to impute to me aſſertions, which I 
never uttered, and to beware of repreſenting * 


me as declaring that I believe this paper to 
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The point being thus cavaſſed, it was 
detined, whether this offence ſhould be F 
puniſhed by partia——y authority, or re- i 
ferred to the cognizanee of Weſtminſter 
I 
with his uſual compoſure, ſpoke as follows: 
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* | Hall; on which occaſion the Att—y G- 


Sir, it is the duty of every part of the 
legiſlature, not only to preſerve the whole 
ſyſtem of our government unaltered. and 
unimpaired, but to attend to the ſupport of 
| . 1 their own privilegs. It is the privilege of 
i | "this h—e, that we, and we only, are the 
Judges of our own rights; ; and we only, 
| chere · 


U 


a 1 een, ee ene nennen n 


6 . 
therefore, can aſſign the proper puniſhment 
when they are preſutiptuouſſy invaded, If 


we remit this offender, who has attempted 


to debaſe the h—e, in the opinion of the 


nation — to any inferior court, —we allow 


that court to determine by the puniſhment 
which ſhall be inflicted—the importance of 
this aſſembly, and the collective character 


of this h—e. It therefore concerns us, in 
regard to our own dignity, and to the 


| privileges of our ſucceſſors, that we rel 


the cognizance of this crime 


hands in which it is placed by perpetual z 


preſcription, and the very nature of our 


conſtitution. 


"* was then non, that Richard Tic—1 
be committed to Newgate—On the queſtion 
being put, it paſſed in the affirmative and 


the 


in our own 
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